
Israel’s realist security affairs think-tank



Index of Specializations

Israel
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Strategic thinking; security and foreign policy»» Inbar, Sandler, Cohen, Kober, »»
Rapaport, Singer

Public opinion on national security issues »» Inbar, Gilboa, Rynhold»»

Electoral politics; political parties; settlers, settlements, religion »»
and politics

Sandler»»

Strategic ties to Turkey, CIS Moslem republics, India and Far East»» Inbar, Nachmani, Aviv»»

Humanitarian issues: warfare and human rights, international law, »»
NGOs, BDS, foreign assistance; blockades and flotillas

Steinberg, Rynhold, Weinberg»»

Intelligence services: international cooperation and operations; »»
peacekeeping

Rapaport, Shpiro»»

NATO: regional cooperation and security regimes»» Inbar, Shpiro»»

Israeli Arabs»» Frisch, Kedar»»

IDF
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Combat doctrine, force structure, special operations, low-intensity »»
warfare

Cohen, Kober, Rapaport, Sakal»»

IDF and Israeli society; draft issues, civil-military relations; budgets»» Cohen, Lifshitz, Rapaport»»

War of attrition with Hamas and Hezbollah»» Inbar, Kober, Rapaport, »»
Steinberg, Sakal 

Space activities and operations, missiles and satellites»» Har-Even»»

Military technologies and industries  »» Lifshitz, Sakal, Har-Even»»

Military-media relations»» Cohen, Rapaport, Shpiro»»

U.S. and the Mideast
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Obama administration, U.S. politics and foreign policy»» Gilboa, Rynhold, Sandler, Singer»»

U.S. operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran; other strategic and »»
military commitments

Steinberg, Inbar, Singer»»

U.S. public opinion on Israel and the Mideast»» Gilboa, Bloch, Rynhold»»



Europe and the Mideast
Subjects BESA Center Experts

European Mideast policy, EU-Israel strategic dialogue»» Steinberg, Rynhold, Shpiro»»

French Mideast policy, Franco-Israeli relations »» Hershco»»

British Mideast policy, British-Israeli relations»» Cohen, Rynhold»»

German Mideast policy, German-Israeli relations»» Shpiro»»

NGO involvement in the PA and Mideast»» Rynhold, Steinberg, Weinberg»»

Jordan
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Palestinian-Jordanian relations, strategic relations with Israel and the U.S.»» Frisch, Kedar, Rapaport»»

Egypt
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Succession and stability, strategic relations with Israel and the U.S.»» Inbar, Frisch, Kedar»»

Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Mideast terrorist groups, Islamic fundamentalists»» Kedar, Frisch, Maghen»»

Israeli intelligence operations overseas against terrorists»» Rapaport, Shpiro»»

WMD in the Mideast
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Nuclear weapons; NPT»» Inbar, Rapaport, Steinberg»»

Chemical and biological weapons»» Shoham»»

Space-based weapons, missiles and satellites»» Har-Even, Steinberg»»



Index of Specializations

Iran
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Regime, political trends and foreign policy»» Maghen»»

Nuclear weapons drive»» Steinberg, Inbar, Maghen»»

Turkey
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Internal politics, civil-military relations, foreign policy, »»
relations with Israel and Iran

Inbar, Nachmani, Aviv»»

Palestinians
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Internal Palestinian politics (Fatah, Hamas etc.) »» Frisch, Kedar»»

Palestinian statehood – options and risks »» Inbar, Sandler, Steinberg, Rynhold»»

PA economy»» Feiler, Frisch»»

Syria and Lebanon
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Internal Lebanese politics, Hezbollah involvement in Lebanon, »»
Hezbollah military capabilities

Kedar, Frisch»»

Iraq
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Insurgency and stability in Iraq and its neighbors»» Singer, Frisch, Kedar»»

Economics
Subjects BESA Center Experts

Palestinian economy in Gaza and the West Bank»» Frisch»»

Arab economies»» Feiler»»

Iranian economy and the impact of sanctions»» Maghen»»



office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 9 3 6
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 5 4 8 - 5 9 0 9
home:	 0 2 - 5 3 5 - 3 5 9 3
hi l lel.fr isch@gmail.com

Prof. Hillel Frisch
(Ph.D. Hebrew U.)
Expert on Palestinian and Islamic 
politics, institutions and military 
strategies.

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 9 5 8
mobile:	 0 5 2 - 5 4 4 - 4 2 7 7
home:	 0 3 - 9 2 1 - 9 9 8 6
cohenst@mail.biu.ac.il

Prof. Stuart A. Cohen
(Ph.D. Oxford U.)
Leading expert on the changing 
relationship between the IDF 
and Israeli society and on IDF 
manpower policies. 

office: 	 0 2 - 5 3 1 - 7 0 6 0
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 4 2 7 - 9 2 9 2
home: 	 0 3 - 6 4 7 - 8 2 8 6
blochy@mail.biu.ac.il

Dr. Yael Bloch-Elkon
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.)
Specializes in U.S. public 
opinion on Israel and the 
Middle East.

office: 	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 8 1 6
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 6 6 7 - 2 9 9 9
home: 	 0 3 - 6 7 6 - 5 2 6 0
avivef@mail.biu.ac. i l

Dr. Efrat Aviv
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.)
Specializes in modern Turkey, 
Turkish history, and the Islamic-
spiritual Gulen movement.

mobile:	 0 5 4 - 4 9 8 - 0 5 7 2
home: 	 0 3 - 5 3 4 - 7 3 6 3
abyhar@zahav.net . i l

Col. (res.) Aby Har-Even
Former head of the Israel Space 
Agency and of the satellite 
launching program at the Israel 
Aircraft Industries.

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 1 7 4
mobile:	 0 5 2 - 8 6 0 - 7 2 2 7
home:	 0 9 - 7 4 6 - 7 6 3 6
egilboa@mail.biu.ac.il

Prof. Eytan Gilboa
(Ph.D. Harvard U.)
Expert on American-Israeli 
relations, U.S. policy in the Middle 
East, American and Israeli politics 
and public opinion. 

mobile:	 0 5 2 - 6 2 2 - 2 3 9 4
home:	 0 8 - 9 2 6 - 4 0 2 8
t.hershco@gmail.com

Dr. Tsilla Hershco
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.)
Specializes in Franco-Israeli 
relations, U.S.-French relations, 
France and the Mideast conflict, 
and Moslems and Jews in France.

office:	 0 3 - 6 4 4 - 8 9 7 7
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 4 6 3 - 0 5 1 5
gil@infoprod.co.il

Dr. Gil Feiler
(Ph.D. Tel Aviv U.)
Specializes in Arab markets and 
economies, Palestinian economic 
development, Mideast economic 
cooperation and Israel-Arab trade. 
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office:	 0 3 - 5 7 1 - 6 3 5 9
mobile:	 0 5 0 - 5 2 4 - 0 4 0 0
yaacovl@zahav.net. i l

Dr. Yaacov Lifshitz
(Ph.D. Ben-Gurion U.)
Former director general of the 
Israel Ministry of Finance and 
former chief economist of the 
Israel Ministry of Defense.

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 9 5 9
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 6 6 0 - 3 4 0 9
home:	 0 2 - 5 8 7 - 0 1 6 9
inbare@mail.biu.ac.i l

Prof. Efraim Inbar
(Ph.D. U. of Chicago)
Director of the BESA Center.  
A veteran authority on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and strategic 
developments in the Mideast. 

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 1 0 7
home:	 0 4 - 6 4 1 - 5 7 1 2
avik@doubt.com

Prof. Avi Kober
(Ph.D. Hebrew U.)
Specializes in military theory 
and Israel’s security doctrine. 
Former editor of the IDF's 
military and strategic affairs 
journal.

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 4 0 7
mobile:	 0 5 2 - 3 2 9 - 3 3 4 4
home:	 0 7 7 - 5 6 0 - 1 7 8 5
zeev@maghen.com

Prof. Ze’ev Maghen
(Ph.D. Columbia U.)
Expert on Iran, the Shi’a religion 
and Islam, and Persian Gulf politics. 
Speaks Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, 
Russian and Turkish. 

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 3 7 4
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 4 7 7 - 8 9 0 8
home:	 0 9 - 7 4 4 - 9 1 6 2
mkedar@mail.biu.ac.il

Lt. Col. (res.) Dr. Mordechai Kedar
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.) 
Served for 25 years in IDF military 
intelligence specializing in Syria, Arab 
political discourse, Arab mass media, 
Islamic groups and Israeli Arabs.

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 8 7 3
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 5 7 7 - 5 8 1 7
home:	 0 8 - 9 7 0 - 7 2 2 0
rynho ld@mai l .b iu .ac . i l

Dr. Jonathan Rynhold
(Ph.D. London School of Economics)
Specializes in Israeli diplomacy,  
U.S.-Israel relations, and Middle  
East-Far East relations.

office:	 0 7 4 - 7 0 3 - 1 2 1 1
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 2 5 5 - 6 1 6 7
home:	 0 9 - 7 6 6 - 5 3 1 5
rapaport.amir@gmail.com

Amir Rapaport
(Ph.D. candidate, Bar-Ilan U.)
Former military 
correspondent of Yediot 
Ahronot and defense analyst 
for Maariv.

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 5 7 8
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 4 9 8 - 3 5 8 5
home:	 0 2 - 5 6 6 - 4 3 9 1
nachma@mail.biu.ac.il

Prof. Amikam Nachmani
(Ph.D. Oxford U.)
Specializes in strategic affairs of 
Turkey, Greece and Cyprus, and 
is an authority on the politics of 
water in the Middle East.



mobile:	 0 5 0 - 7 4 5 - 3 0 2 0
home:	 0 2 - 6 7 2 - 3 3 9 1
maxsinger@gmail.com

Dr. Max Singer
(JD Harvard)
Co-founder of the Washington-based 
Hudson Institute. Expert on U.S. 
defense policy, U.S.-Israel relations, 
and long-term strategic planning.

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 9 5 9
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 4 6 7 - 4 5 9 7
home:	 0 2 - 6 4 1 - 4 2 3 4
sandls@mail.biu.ac.i l

Prof. Shmuel Sandler
(Ph.D. Johns Hopkins U.)
Expert on religion, party and 
electoral politics in Israel, and 
U.S.-Israel relations.

office:	 0 3 - 6 9 6 - 8 9 5 3
shoham_d@netvision.net.il

Col. (res.) Dr. Danny Shoham
(Ph.D. Tel Aviv U.)
A micro-biologist and chemist at the 
Israeli Ministry of Defense, specializing 
in chemical and biological warfare in 
the Middle East. 

mobile:	 0 5 2 - 3 3 2 - 9 6 2 9
home:	 0 8 - 9 4 1 - 5 4 2 4
ednasa@zahav.ne t . i l

Maj. Gen. (res.)  
Dr. Emanuel Sakal
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.)
Former head of the IDF Ground 
Forces Command. Specializes in 
ground forces, armored warfare, 
and weapons development. 

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 1 0 7
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 3 3 0 - 3 5 6 0
home:	 0 8 - 9 7 0 - 9 0 3 6
sshpiro@yahoo.com

Dr. Shlomo Shpiro
(Ph.D. Birmingham U.)
Specializes in the study of intelligence 
services in Israel and Europe, the 
relationship between media and the 
security establishment, and NATO.

telephone: 0 3 - 5 3 5 - 9 1 9 8
telephone: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 9 5 9
besa.center@mail.biu.ac.il

BESA Center office

Prof. Gerald M. Steinberg
 (Ph.D. Cornell U.)
Specializes in U.S. and Israeli 
defense policy, Middle East arms 
control, and NGO involvement 
in the Mideast. Founder of NGO 
Monitor.

office:	 0 2 - 5 6 6 - 1 0 2 0
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 4 8 9 - 0 4 4 5
steing@mail.biu.ac. i l

office:	 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 9 5 9
mobile:	 0 5 4 - 7 7 6 - 7 2 7 3
home:	 0 8 - 9 7 9 - 0 1 7 6
weinberg@besacenter.org

Mr. David M. Weinberg
(Director of Public Affairs)
Specializes in Israel-Diaspora 
Jewish relations, anti-Semitism and 
delegitimization of Israel, and pro- 
and anti-Israel advocacy.



For assistance, contact: 
David M. Weinberg, Director of Public Affairs

Mobile tel.  054-776-7273
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