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Israel Foreign policy – Semester 2

Historical Perspectives – the Arab-Israeli Wars

71-244-61

71-587-60

(2 credits)

Avi Ifergan

Contact Details:

ifergan@012.net.il or

0523 58 40 18

I welcome you to contact me on my cell phone any day of the week (except Shabbat), no later than 10pm. The only thing that I ask is that you don’t say: “I apologize for contacting you at home / on the weekend” – there is no apology necessary!  

I am connected via e-mail 24 hours a day, six days a week at home and I will be glad to answer your queries or messages. Please do not hesitate to contact me - I welcome your interest or questions regarding my class.

Attendance: Three-strike policy - absence from more than 25 percent of the classes for each semester results in automatic failure. If you arrive late to the class, it is your responsibility to let me know at the end of class so that I can check off your name.

Participation: Your quality participation and input in this class is both valued, expected and essential! I expect you to devote your full attention to the lecture and discussions in this class, which means that reading other materials, playing on a palm pilot or conducting private conversations during class is not acceptable. The open and free-flow of ideas and debate is encouraged, in a respectful manner (This means not interrupting one another and listening to each other’s ideas). Finally, students are not to begin closing books or making other preparations to leave class until the class is dismissed.

It is expected that each student will have prepared for each day's class by completing the daily reading(s) and/or outside-class assignment(s).

Assignment: Due:

You will be assigned in the first week of the semester one of the Arab-Israeli Wars. You are required to write an analytical paper detailing all aspects of the war, including the war's background, how / why it started, how it ended, who were the major actors, who won and how, what the consequences / effects of the war were, and any other points of relevance. Your paper is to be 3,000 words in length and you MUST cite a minimum of four different texts (not internet websites).

Papers will NOT be marked if correct referencing and bibliography is not used. 

You may only submit your papers in printed hard-copy, and NOT via e-mail.

If papers are submitted earlier than that the due date, allowing for sufficient time for marking, they will be marked and returned with my notes on how to improve your grade.
Assessment:

Class Attendance

15 %

Class Participation

15 %

Assignment


30 %

Exam



40 %

WEEK 1
February 13, 2006

SETTING THE SCENE

· Understanding 'Palestine' as part of the Ottoman Empire

· Eyewitness accounts of Palestine in the 19th century

· The origins of the 'Palestinian people'

· 1916 Sykes-Picot

· San Remo 1920

· A cursory overview of what lead to the creation of:

· Egypt

· Jordan

· Syria  
· Saudi Arabia

· Iran Iraq

· Lebanon

· The Birth of Zionism and Pre-Mandate Palestine

·  Herzl and the Dreyfus Affair

· Aliyah I, II & III

WEEK 2 
February 20, 2006

THE YISHUV: Jewish-Arab & Jewish-British clashes

· The Balfour Declaration (1917)

· The Labor Movement (Hagana / Mapai / David Ben Gurion)

· The Revisionist Party (Vladimir Jabotinsky / Betar / Irgun / Lehi (Stern Gang)

· Wailing Wall Disturbances (1929)

· The Hebron Massacre (1929)

· The Passfield White paper (1930)

· The 1936 Arab Riots

· The Peel Commission (1937)

· The White Paper (1939)

· Lord Moyne Assassination (1944)

· British Hanging of Etzel fighters and Etzel retaliation (1946) (Perlmutter, 1987: 181 - 84)

· The King David Hotel Bombing (1946)

· Ramat Gan Police Station Heist (1946)

· Acre Prison Break (1947)

· Count Bernadotte Assassination (1948)

WEEK 3
February 27, 2006 

1948 – The War of Independence and the Rebirth of Israel

· UN Resolution 181- Partition Plan (1947)

· British Mandate ends, Arab Armies invade

· Prime Minister Ben Gurion’s address to the nation after the Arabs invade

· The Battle for Degania (May 20, 1948)

· The Battle for Gush Etzion

· Operation Nachson, Latrun, Castel and Deir Yassin (Gilbert, 1999: 168)

· The Altalena (Gilbert, 1999: 210 – 213), (Perlmutter, 1987: Ch. 21)

· Paul Shulman and the sinking of the Emir Farouk (Oct. 1948)

WEEK 4 
March 6, 2006

Fedayeen raids, Israeli Reprisals and the 1956 Suez War

· Fedayeen attacks (Gilbert, 1999: 291-2,294,297, 301, 305, 314-315)
· Operation Shoshana & Kibya

· Kfar Qasem

· Egyptian blockade of the Straits of Tiran

· Nationalization of the Suez Canal

· Operation Kadesh and Mitla Pass

· Operation Musketeer: The British and French attack

· Ibrahim Al Awal / INS Haifa

· US – Israel Tensions

· Soviet threats and American promises

· Golda addresses the UN – December 1956 (Gilbert, 1999: 329-330)

WEEK 5 
March 13, 2006

1967 – The Six Day War

· Morning surprise over Egypt and complete Israeli air superiority

· Fighting on the Golan Heights

· Ammunition Hill & the Battle for Jerusalem

· “The Wall is in our hands”

· USS Liberty (Gilbert, 1999: 389)

· UN Resolution 242 & Constructive Ambiguity

· Heightened sense of Jewish pride around the world

WEEK 6 
March 20, 2006

1968 - 1970 – The War of Attrition and PLO Terror

· New Arab Unity: Khartoum Summit Conference and the three “no’s”

· Nasser dies and Sadat’s new plan

· PLO response to ’67 victory

· The role of the superpowers in the War of Attrition (US, Soviets)

· Operation Shock – Nov. 1,1968 (Katz: 1993, p.32)

· Operation Hell / Inferno March 21, 1968 (Katz: 1993, p.33)

· Operation Gift Beirut International Airport December 27, 1968 (Katz: 1993, p.34)

· Operation Mania 5 June 21, 1969 (Katz: 1993, p.53)

· Operation Bulmus (Green Island) July 19, 1969 (Katz: 1993, p.55)

http://www.jajz-ed.org.il/juice/service/week8.html

· Operation Tarnegol 53, 26 December 1969 (Katz, 1989:89)

· Operation Rhodes 22 Jan, 1970 Commando raid to capture Egyptian radar station

· Operation Isotope 1, May 8-9 1972

· Operation Argaz Bet, June 20, 1972 (Katz, 1989:103)

· Operation Hood 54-55, Feb 20 – 21, 1973 (Katz: 1993, p.34/55)

· Operation Spring of Youth, April 9, 1973 (Katz: 1993, p.34, Katz ,1989:112)

WEEK 7 
March 27, 2006

 

Inter-Arab Conflicts and the Arab World

· 1963 – Arab governments propose the creation of the PLO

· Aug. 1970 – Skyjack Sunday & Dawson’s Field

· Black September, and the response of the Arab World

· November 1970 - Military coup in Syria

· The death of Nasser and the rise of Sadat

· July 1968 – Sept, 1969 – Saddam Hussein & Muammar al-Qaddafi – Iraqi & Libyan military coup

· 1972 – Egypt expels the Soviets

· Iranian revolution and the Iran-Iraq War (1980 – 1988)

· 1982 – Syria Hama Massacre

· Lebanon – Christian-Moslem Conflict

Pesach Break March 30 – April 23

WEEK 8
April 24, 2006

1973 - 1979 The Yom Kippur War & the Israeli-Egyptian Peace Process

· Egyptian training maneuvers and Israeli false alarm

· Israeli trauma and the shattering of the myth of invincibility (Brown: 1986,63)

· The Bar Lev Line

· Syrian Offensive in the Golan

· Iraqi involvement

· US aid to Israel delayed

· Israeli crossing of the canal and the Egyptian Third Army surrounded

· UN Security Resolution 338

· Egyptian or Israeli victory?

· Kilometer 101 negotiations

· The Agranat Commission (Laqueur, 2001: 163)
· 1975 – King Feisal Assassinated

· 1977 Sadat’s Jerusalem visit? Sadat’s speech - (Laqueur, 2001: 207)
· The Kissinger Shuttle

· Camp David, Peace and the return of Sinai

WEEK 9
May 1, 2006

1973 – 1982 – PLO Recognition and Israeli Military Operations

· The Rabat Summit and the significance for the PLO

· Maalot Massacre and the Cohen family (Gilbert, 1999:166)

· Nov. 1974 – UN Resolution 3236 vote and accept PLO as sole representative of the Palestinian people and observer status granted (Gilbert, 1999:467)

· 1975 – UN Resolution 3379 equating Zionism to racism – excerpts from speeches by US ambassador, Daniel Moynihan & Israeli ambassador Chaim Herzog (Herzog, 1997,197)

· Hostage rescue – Entebbe (1976)(Brown: 1986,71)

· 1978 - Litani Campaign

· 1979 - Yamit dismantled

· 1980 – Increased building of suburbs & towns (not settlements!) in the Disputed (not occupied) territories (Gilbert, 1999:496)

· Terrorist Raid on Misgav Am ((Katz: 1993, p.65)

· 1981 - Operation Babylon / Opera – raid on Iraqi Nuclear reactor (Perlmutter, 1987: 360-8)

· 1981 – Sadat assassinated

WEEK 10
May 8, 2006

1982 – Operation Peace for Galilee

(Gilbert, 1999:503-512)

· Background of situation in Lebanon and Syrian influence

· The Israeli-Phalangist connection

· Katyushas

· Syrian engagement in the Beqaa Valley (Pimlott, 1983: Ch.10)

· Bashir Gemayel Assassinated

· Sabra and Chatilla

· PLO evacuation of Beirut

· Kahan Report (Laqueur, 2001: 269)
· 1983 – Beirut – US Marine Barracks bombing

May 15 
No Classes

WEEK 11
May 22, 2006 

1987 - 1993 – Intifada I, Madrid and the 1991 Gulf War

· 1987 London Agreement debacle (Shamir, 1994:169) (Laqueur, 2001: 313)
· Housing projects for Palestinian refugee resettlement ((Shamir, 1994:181)

· Universities and Standard of Living in Gaza and the West Bank between 1968 – 1983

· PLO Charter, the PLO Phased plan and the Intifada’s objective

· December 1987 – UN Security Council Resolution

· Palestinian school closures

· Palestinian moderates killed by Palestinian Extremists

· Soviet Jewry immigrates and Arafat’s call to attack all new Jewish immigrants (Gilbert, 1990:544)

· Intifada casualty statistics (Gilbert, 1990:547)

· January 1991: Iraqi missiles land in Israel and Israeli restraint

· Madrid Peace Conference

· December 1991 UN Resolution 3379 revoked 

WEEK 12 
May 29, 2006

1993 – 2003 - Oslo Accords and the Oslo War of Terror Oct 2000 - Present

· 1993 – Creative Ambiguity, the Declaration of Principles & Rabin assassination

· Speeches Clinton, Rabin, Arafat: (Laqueur, 2001: 425)

· 1994 – Israel & Jordan – the Washington Agreement

· 1995 – Oslo II / Taba

· 1996 Operation Grapes of Wrath & Qana

· 1997 – Netanyahu and the Hebron Agreement

· 1998 – Wye River

· July 2000 – Camp David

· Speeches Clinton, Barak,: (Laqueur, 2001: 551, 554, 573)

· September 2000 – Sharon, Temple Mount Visit

· October 2000 – Ramallah Lynchings / Desecration of Joseph’s Tomb in Shchem and ancient synagogue in Jericho;

· March 2002 – Operation Defensive Wall, false reporting of "Jenin massacre"

· Terrorism in Israel Sept 1993 – to present.
CORE TEXTS

Gilbert, Martin. 1999. Israel: A History. London: Black Swan Publishing

Gilbert, Martin. 2002. The Routledge Atlas of the Arab-Israeli Conflict. Routledge Publshing.

Katz, Samuel. 1989. Follow Me. Arms & Armour Press: London

Laqueur, Walter and Barry Rubin (eds.) 2001. The Israel Arab Reader: A Documentary History of the Middle East Conflict. New York: Penguin Books

SUPPLEMENTARY READING

Herzog, Chaim. 1997. Living History. Weidenfeld & Nicolson: London

Lewis, Bernard. The Middle East: A Brief History. Touchstone books.

Perlmutter, Amos.1987. The Life and Times of Menachem Begin, Doubleday: New York

Peters, Joan. 2001. From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict over Palestine.
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