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The Jews and the Turks, for centuries the b te noires of Europe, still believe that they do not get a fair hearing among the Europeans. However, this seems to be changing in Turkey's case, as the European Union finally decided in December to start official talks this year with Ankara about joining the community. 

Israel, like other Western democracies, has a clear strategic interest in anchoring Turkey in the West due to Turkey's international importance, and the dire implications of a reversal of its Western orientation. Indeed, Israel's diplomacy over the years has consistently supported Turkey's attempts to get a better deal with the EU. 

Ankara's quest to join Europe will probably be a long one, but as long as Turkey adheres to its European agenda the temptations within Turkey to leave the Western fold will inevitably diminish. 

The impressive November 2002 victory of the AKP, a party with Islamic roots, in Turkish elections elicited much concern in the West. The efforts to join Europe on the part of the AKP government were seen as an important indicator of the pro-Western policy preference of the new Turkish leadership, which provided important reassurance that Turkey was not moving into a dangerous Islamist path. 

In recent years, Ankara's attempts to meet European requirements for membership have created pressures to further democratize Turkish society and liberalize its economy. Despite certain misgivings about European idiosyncrasies and inflexible policies on the issue of minorities, the reforms designed to conform to European standards have had a positive effect on Turkish democracy. 

This, in turn, can serve as a successful model for the rest of the Muslim world, which is mostly in a decline in many areas. While the secular Kemalist tradition had only limited appeal to other Muslim states, the AKP version of bringing together religious values, adherence to democratic rules, and a pro-Western foreign policy orientation might have a better chance of being emulated beyond Turkey's borders. 

Turkey's accession to Europe might have important strategic implications, too. Turkey's geographic incorporation into the EU will turn Europe into a political entity bordering states such as Syria, Iraq and Iran, as well as the Caucasus. 

A Europe neighboring such areas of instability and conflict might shed some of the current features of its strategic culture. It may rethink its negative views toward the use of force, its abhorrence of unilateral actions, and its reluctance to spend money on defense. 

A EUROPE with Turkey inside might be less forgiving toward terrorist organizations and more concerned about nuclear proliferation. Under such circumstances, Turkey could influence Europe in adopting a more a realistic approach to international relations, and could thereby be more sensitive to Israel's security dilemmas. After all, Turkey is much closer in its security outlook and military behavior to Israel than to post-Cold War Europe. 

Yet, we may see the Europeanization of Turkish foreign policy, particularly on Israeli issues. 

Western Europe has generally shown little empathy for Israel, the victim of savage terrorism. In the last decade the EU supported the social mechanisms – media, education and health services – that allowed the Palestinians to continue their terror campaign against the Jewish state and actually indirectly financed Palestinian terrorism. 

European attitudes might even reinforce Turkish sympathy for the Palestinian cause. Turkey might prefer to purchase European rather than Israeli weapons, and might join the anti-American chorus orchestrated by several European states. It is not clear whether the Europeans will debilitate the Turkish readiness to fight when necessary. 

On the other hand, the EU's eastward expansion, which already includes Cyprus, definitely brings Europe geographically closer to Israel. The accession of Turkey will amount to breaking an important cultural taboo. If Christian Europe is ready to take in Turkey, a country with almost 70 million Muslims, it is not inconceivable that the Jewish state might also become a potential member. 

Given a choice, Israel would probably prefer to become the 51st state of the US rather than join the EU, but Israel has a clear interest in seeing a Europe more tolerant of different religious groups, and less hostage to deeply inbred anti-Semitism. 

Finally, the long accession negotiations awaiting the Turks and the lack of certainty about their final success will force a cautious Turkish foreign policy to refrain from putting all its eggs in the European basket at this time. 

This means that as long as Ankara is not a full EU member, no drastic changes in its foreign policy are to be expected. Turkey will thus most likely continue to nurture its strategic relations with Washington and Jerusalem. 
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