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In adam “man” and adama “soil, ground” there is an obvious play on words, a practice which the Bible shares with
other ancient literatures. This should not, however, be mistaken for mere punning. Names were regarded not only as
labels but also as symbols, magical keys as it were to the nature and essence of the given being or thing (cf. vs. 19). The
writer or speaker who resorted to “popular etymologies” was not interested in derivation as such.
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